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civilizations ruled di L
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had developed distinct cultures with unique Ll
languages and religions. indigenous: living of growing In d 1%l
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Starting in the 1500s, Europeans conquered these Lp g e
native civilizations. Spain took OVeT much of Central w7 i
and South America. Portugal established strong — it
colonies in the ared that would become Brazil. - gir \
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Religion

In the 1500s and 1600s, Roman Catholicism was

the leading religion of both Spain and Portugal.

The colonists brought the Catholic religion to Latin
America with them and taught it to the indigenous
peoples. Asa result, Catholicism 1S the main
religion of Latin America today. Over 90 percent of
the people say they are Catholics! The values and
outlooks of Catholicism influence every aspect of

life in Latin America.

f

blended in Latin America, so too did religions. Ove

Just as different races
s, and holidays 1n 1.atin America becamea mixture O

celebrations, custom

American beliefs. One example is the Day of the Dead, a holiday
On that day, people come together to pray for family members an
celebrate their-spiritual orved a similar day befo
Over time, the Aztec tra

r time, religious
£ Catholic and Native
celebrated in Mexico 1O day.

d friends who died and
re the Spaniards arrived.

journey. AZteCs obs
dition was then blended with the Catholics’ All Souls Day.
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anguage and religion still seen in | atin American couniries today !

ges have survived.

Rapid Recall
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| . How is Spoin's influence on |
ustoms and langua

- A. No Native American ¢
d of the church in most of these countries.

Brazil ,
3. The religion and languages throughout nuch of Latin America are smilar because the peoP\e were

A. from the same indigenous group-

B. from the same country in Asia.

C. colonized by the same countries.

D. one indepéndent nation.
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Latin America is a unique blend of cultures.
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Tndigenous languages are not widely spoken
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/' The Lasting Influence of Slavery

Africans also helped shape the development of Latin
America. Starting in the late 1400s and continuing

for nearly 300 years, European countries created
;gal}éaﬁons and mines in.North America, the cash crop: acrop grown to raise
aribbean, Central America, and South America. The money by selling it 1a ther than to feed

Europeans quickly found out they needed more labor by e or to be used for trade
to help grow their sugar cane and tobacco, and to dig ocal people or to be (5% 12

up gold and silver.

In Latin America, the Spaniards and Portuguese at first tried to enslave the indigenous
Many became

peoples. Butthe American Indians had no immunity to European diseases.
d. So, the

sick and died from sickness Or overwork. The Europeans’ businesses suffere
from West Africa. Because Europe and Africa had

Europeans decided to start importing slaves
been trading for many centuries, West Africans already shared immunity to many diseases.

The slave trade became a

el

fangletEade arrangement

=y
us
At e e e L Ers et

between Europe, Africa, and
the Americas. In triangle -
trade among three parties,
each participantis able to
obtain what it wants by selling
or trading what one of the
other two parties wants. The
diagram shows how triangle =
rade worked with slaves In the o U o
Americas. ORI R
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In South America, plantation economies prospered thanks to African slave labor. Brazil
imported more slaves than any country in the world! Portuguese settlers used their labor 10
their main source of income. In the Caribbean islands, known as
d African slaves to work on their massive sugar

the West Indies, Spanish colonists importe ‘
_Then France, the Netherlands, and England claimed the Caribbean islands,

] and began importing slaves, t0O.
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the Triangle Trade Routes. Write EA for Europe
d AE for the Americas 10 Europe.
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Quick Review

N\

smmmmy  Answer the questions.

At

: 2 -
e i ,.'J‘* 5,

ation
C. to work on

s won’red the copfured Africans

p|on‘raﬁons in their colonies.
- of solders in their armies.

| The African slave trade grew because European n
A to work in the new factories.

B. to replace the labor of the serts.

D. to increase the numbe

2. One impact of the African slave trade was

A. blending of ethnic groups in | atin America C. less shipping between continents

of the French and English languages in

B. more opportunities for Africans to own land D. arrival
, : |_atin America
Africans in Latin Culture |

so helped create a unique

e former African slaves al
untries to live as free men.

Over the centuries after slavery ended, th
d in Latin American CO

cultural region in Latin America. They staye

Europeans and descendants of slaves began marrying and had children.
As the indigenous peoples had, the former Africans began speaking Spanish in most of Latin é
West African elements had a

Brazil. In parts of the Caribbean,

America and Portuguese in
fblended Creole languages that developed.

lasting impact in the form o

African religious traditions became mixed with Roman Catholic practices into unique
geligions in Latin America. Examples are the Voodog religions that started in Haifi and the :

eria religion of Cuba.

A Vocal Minority

Today, nearly half of Brazil’s population is of

Colombia have African roo

slaves are small minorities. ICiS
of African descent have started to organize, protest against-discﬁmination,

improved rights and living conditions in Latin America.
-\\ charts & Graphs ot A
N

TR \ Examine the charts and answer

African ancestry. Around 11 million citizens of

ts. But in most other [.atin American countries, descendants of

It is hard to exercise their :ndividual and political rights! People
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—Cuba

82.7% Venezuela
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ation tends 10 IIB the same / vary WiﬂBWTLcﬁn
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Dominican Republic
|. The percentage of black and mulatto popul
American couniries.

2. People of African descent

African descent would likely have

would likely have the mot political power in and

the least po\'rﬁco\ power in and

3 People of
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The Cuban Revolution, aﬁi:l Aftewrward

Starting in the 1800s, independence movements Sprang up
around Latin America. The former colonies in Latin America
wanted to break from European rule for many reasons. The
European governments had given them little say in how their
countries were run. Colonists wanted to make their own

FIEU It T G~ v

AT

. E2his

P VDO TN TS T M TS

political and economic decisions. e

In the Spanish-American War of 1898, Cuba gained
independence from Spain. Then Cuba stayed under U.S.
control for a few years. The United States helped establish a
new government and setup a military base on Guantdnamo

Bay, which is still operating today. Then for 50 years, Cuba wen
through a series of political leaders. Some were elected and
some took over as dictators. Even though the country of Cuba
was very wealthy, most of the people were extremely poor. Most §

of rebels against the corrupt Cuban government of dictator | ST ’ ~

e T RS O B * «’:.c :\',‘ the r ebels ev entu any Fi e astro

t early in 1959. They setup a Communist
the government and the courts.

rreue or False et

Write T for True and F for folse. Correct any false statements 10 make them true.
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___|. Latin American revolutions started because the people wanted to control plantations and silver mines.

2. Latin American popukrﬁons revolted against European rule. |

s 3%Cubag escaped from Spanish rule in 1898.

Y [n the first few decades after independence, Cubans were usually unhappy with their political leaders.

___B. Fulgencio Batista led 4o 1959 revolution against the government of Fidel Castro.

6. The Cuban government set up in 1959 was a parliamentary democracy.

—————
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ods, with the Soviets.
etween the United States and Cuba. In 1962,
4 major incident erupted when the Soviets put missiles

on Cuba that could have reached the United States. The
but not before fear spread

d by the United States—3al
: passed Jimiting citizens
freedoms of speéch, the press, assembly, igi

orted Castros policies bec
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U.S.-Cuba Hostilities Gradually Fade

tates cut off all diplomatic relations i‘_
more than 40 years, the twWo ” veys

countries had a poor relationship. Cuban-AJpericans
insisted the United States should not recognize Cuba

as long as Castro was In powet. - .;

\
Gradually, things began 10 change. In 1991, Castro

lost an important ally and trading partner when
| ] ke apart. Then food shortages

_ In the United States, —— %
President Obama visits Cuba

public opinion began to move In favor of a normal
Source: Pete Souza

relationship in hopes 1t WO

“Fidel’s brother, took over the Cuban government when Fidel became t0O

111 to lead. The United States restored full diplomatic relations with Cuba n 2014 and began
In 2016, President

The United S
with Cubain 1961. For

allowing travel to the island, althou
Barack Obama became the frst American president to visit Cuba since 1928. Later that year,
Fidel Castro died.
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Point of View

Form a small group with classmates.
mbarao on Cuba.

should not remove ifs irade e
of how much Cuban cifizens would benefit. Research yo

of classmates.

e St . Pt St ,_.....-.3...-.__._——_____.—-‘-:—4-..-
16-8RH2; L6-8RHO

the United States should or
1g:‘oin’r of view

er group

Take the position either that
Consider that quesfion from the
ur fopic and debate ano
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pPoint of View © g R

IR Read the quotes below and decide who m
choices under each quote.

Fidel Castro Fulgencio Batista
the government troops will not be abl

T TR & i el

Write or;e of the following

ay have said them.

u.S.Senator  POOK Cuhan citizen
e to ﬁgh‘r them oft

 “The rebellion is getting stronger! | worry that
much longer and | will be overthrown as Cubg's leader!”

ase‘in Cuba will help keep peace in the region.'

2 “We hope that having a military b

We hide in the mountains.

m all over Cuba. We hide in the jung\e.

\We attack against the government army when they least expect ifl

ountry but | have no job. lliveina hut with a dirt floor. | am sick and

lling the peop|e of Cubal”

4 *| see so much wealth in this €
sired of these dictators coniro
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Poverty in Latin America

ead connecting some of Iatin America’s WoIst p ‘ .

oled with unequal distribution of wealth. Many Latin American
larger social class of peasants

by unstable governments, by
~vices, and population growth

Poverty is a common thr

time, the region has strug
countries have a small social class of rich people and a much

who are extremely poor. The poverty problem is made WOIs€
spending too much on the military and too little on human se

that exceeds a country’s food resources.
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Poverty in Latin America

ol lems. For along
. in America’s Worst prOb : :

i ad connecting SOMmeE of Latm [.atin Americall
Poverttilllsrz C‘%I;lrﬁlzi)snsgéggled with unequal distribution of wealth. 1:{;?31 class of peasants
mm:s hglve 2 small social class of rich Pe(’pl.e an(ha mucsl; l;l;rglfrl;stable governments, by

. The poverty problem is made wors= -7, ulation growth
gﬁﬁgﬁﬁggﬁrﬁm mi[l)itary and too little on human services, and pop

that exceeds a country’s food resources.

|
i
il
i1 =
i  {Lower-middle income
I G
{
f
i‘\;.
I
|
‘.!
[
l
4l l‘,
i
! o
1‘.
il
' |
P .
Ml |
it
l;.{'n
i . Georaia 6th Grade « Page 124
il Carole Marsh/Gallopade » www.gallopade.com * LE0rgie 6th Grade * Page |
il .
bl ~ This book is not reproducible. ~
t“ .1i"




The War on Drugs

The United States has struggled for many years to stop abuse
by its.citizens of illegal drugs like cocaine. Evenu%ally, the U.S.
government started going after the suppliers of diugs rz}ther than !

aSR) | PR R LY

the users. It was called the WaE on Drugs. .

\\_‘J:“-:\n.\' u;:l

\
In the 1980s, nearly all of the world’s cocaine was grown in

Peru, Bolivia, and Colombia. Many small farmers in those gl “ R B

countries had started illegally growing coca plants (the source of G~ | .
cocaine) as a way out of poverty. The U.S. and Latin American Drugs confiscated by the U.S.

governments began sending planes to spray chemicals on coca military

plants and going after growers in other ways. g
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However, abuse of cocaine in the United States

did not stop. The policing efforts just pushed coca
farming farther north, into northern Colombia and
Mexico. Meanwhile, a new problem emerged for Latin
Americans. The illegal drug trade was taken over by
‘major cartels, which used brutal violence against who want to drive away competition
growers, police, and each other. Tens of thousands of in their business

people were murdered or disappeared due to drug- > i i
related violence in Colombia and Mexico since the late 1980s! it ‘i

. cartel: a combination of people

Since drug abuse in America has shifted to other kinds of drugs and not gone away, the War il
on Drugs is not seen as a success. It also created new threats to Latin America's poor citizens. i
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|. Poverty in Latin America is made worse by an unequal distribution of . This particularly
hurts the large social class of in Latin America.

e wia L A
&=y

2. Mexico has made gains against its poverty problem by investingin : | | ;

3. The United States’ War on Drugs at first fargeted the of illegal drugs, but then it shifted ’ g
to the of drugs.

— e ———
—
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4. Many small farmers in Latin America started growing plants that produce as a way out of

B

PoverfY‘ . - ] : | ' '.
5. Drug-related violence against Latin peoples by thedrug____ became a major problem. '
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Think about why the U.S. government might have decided to fight drug abuse by focusing on ' I
the producers of arugs instead of the users. Write a one—page paper listing and explaining , | i
some possible reasons.
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Coming to America

These are the key events in the modern history of

migration from Latin American countries to the United
States in search of economic opportunity:

= n the 1880s, Mexican laborers crossed the
border to help build railroads and work in mines.
Mexicans came to America for work in increasing
numbers throughout the early 1900s.

w> n 1917 Congress passed a law granting U.S.
citizenship to residents of Puerto Rico (which

America governed as a territory). Large numbers of Puerto Ricans came to the mainland
United States to live.

Source: Billy Hathorn

= After World War II, the U.S. Bracero Program let Mexican guest workers enter the country
and provide badly needed farm labor.

w After the Castro-led revolution in Cuba, Cubans started fleeing for America—and
continued for two decades.

w» Starting in the 1970s, political upheaval in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and
Nicaragua led hundreds of thousands more people to emigrate to the United States.

w | .ack of work at home attracted great numbers of people from Mexico and Central
America to seek jobs in the United States.

This trend led to huge controversies in the United States. Many Latin Americans crossed
the border without proper immigration documentation. They arrived here illegally, though
children born in the United States to immigrants automatically become citizens. Policing

of the southern border by the agency now called U.S. Customs and Border Protection has
varied from strong to weak since the 1960s, depending on political attitudes. Many U.S.
citizens have demanded a stronger border with Mexico and want more deportations of illegal

immigrants. Other Americas argue for a more compassionate approach and say the country
benefits from the Latin Americans’ labor.

Either way, migration has made it more difficult for Latin American countries to grow out

of poverty. Skilled workers have left, and Latin economies need to create more jobs to bring
them back.

Latin American Presence in United States
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Mexico 11,714,500 ‘-_l:eru 449 000
El Salvador 1,352,015 Ecuador 424,000
Guatemalr 928,000 Brazil 336,000
Colombia "~ 707,000 Guyana 273,000
Honduras 599,000 Nicaragua 256,000
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